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belonging to the whole supplements the agency of each rnembej;>
so, being aware of the intimate connection that ordinarily exists
between the various members of your Society, I did not judge,
when I received the Dissertation of the Reverend Father1, that I
received the communication of one individual, but I believed that
it was an exact and accurate judgment on my opinions formed by
the whole body of your Society.

Nevertheless, after having read it, I was very much taken aback,
and I then began to see that I must judge of it in quite another
way than I had at first done.    For without doubt had the work
come from one who was imbued with the same spirit as that which
pervades all your Society, more, or certainly not less, kindness,
gentleness, and modesty would be observed in it than in the case of
those private individuals who have written to me on the same sub-
ject ; but far from that being so, if you could compare it with their
objections to my Meditations, you will not fail to believe that it is
the latter which have been composed b}r men who lead the religious
life, convinced that the former is conceived in terms so bitter as to
shame any private person and  certainly one bound by special
vows to practise virtue more than  other  men.     There   should
also be observed in it a love of God and an ardent zeal for the
advancement of His glory; but on the contrary it appears as though
the writer impugned all reason and truth, and, by ill-founded
authorities and fictions, the principles of which I availed myself in
proving the existence of God and the real distinction between the
soul of man and the body.    There should in addition be observed
knowledge, reason and good sense, but short of desiring to place in
the category of knowledge an acquaintance with the Latin tongue
such as the riff-raff of Rome had in olden days, I have not observed
in his writings any trace of these, any more than I have observed
any reasoning which was not either illegitimate or false, nor finally
any token of ingenuity of mind, which was not more worthy of an
artizan than of a Father of the Society.   I do not speak of prudence,
or of other virtues which are so pre-eminent in your Society, and
which yet do not appear in this Dissertation, nor is there in it
the slightest trace of such shown.    But one might at least expect to
remark in it a reverence for truth, probity and candour;  on the
contrary it is very manifestly seen by the notes I have written2,
that nothing can be imagined more removed from every appearance

1  Bourdin.

2  Cf. Obj. vii. Vdl. n. p. 257.